2010-2011
OFFICERS

President
Ronaid J. Schafer
lonia

President-Elect
Lamy J. Burdick
Isabeita

Vice President

David 8. Leyton
Genesee

Secretary-Treasurer
Kym L. Worthy
Wayne

immediate Past President
Brian A. Peppler
Chippewa

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Etected Directors

Karen Bahrrman
Alger

Michael Campenter
Midland

Arthur J. Cotter
Berrien

Thomas E. Evans
Barry

Jeffrey R. Fink
Kalamazoo

Victor A. Fitz
Cass

Joseph T. Hubbell
Leelanau

Byron J. Konschuh
Lapeer

William P. Nichols
Monroe

Mark E. Reene
Tuscola

Tony D. Tague
Muskegon

Thomas J. Weichel
Alcona

Michael D. Wendling
St Clair

Henry C. Zavislak
Jackson

Active Past Presidents

Norman W. Donker
Sagomaw

Stuart J. Dunnings Hl
Ingham

William A. Forsyth
Kent

Ronald J. Frantz
Oltawa

James J. Gregart
Kalamazoo

Charles H. Koop
Antrim

Brian L. Mackie
Washtenaw

David L. Morse
Livingston
Jefirey L. Sauter
Eaton

Charles D. Sherman
Clinton

Michael D. Thomas
Saginaw

Gary L. Walker
Marquette

Attorney General
William D. Schuette

N.D.A.A, Director
Michaet B. Thomas

Prosecuting Attorneys Association of Michigan

116 W. Ottawa Street ~ Suite 200
Lansing, Michigan 48913
(517) 334-8060 ~ FAX: 334-6351
www.michiganprosecutor.org

May 9, 2011

The Honorable John Walsh The Honorable Rick Jones
Chair Chair
House Judiciary Committee Senate Judiciary Committee

Dear Chairmen Jones and Walsh:

The Prosecuting Attorneys Association of Michigan supports the expungement reforms
in SB 159, 244, and HB 4106.

As noted in our Blueprint for a Safer Michigan, we believe that judges should have
greater discretion to expunge the records of defendants who have turned their lives
around. For individuals who have truly reformed, removing a conviction is a key step to
employment, and a job is the best program to end recidivism.

These bills responsibly broaden the discretion of a judge to grant an expungement, while
insuring that offenders with convictions for serious crimes of violence and sex offenses
will retain their criminal record forever.

While we support all three bills, PAAM prefers the broader discretion provided to a judge
contained in HB 4106. That bill allows the judge to expunge either 1 felony, or 2
misdemeanors that may have a penalty of up to 1 year, while the other bills limits the 2
potential misdemeanor expungements to offenses with penalties of less than 90 days.
Thank you again for addressing this very important issue.

Sincerely,

Ronald J. Schafer
President



